LOUP LOUP
SKI BOWL

Giving Youth a Lift For the Future
A CAMPAIGN FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS

What is the Loup?

A Little History

The Loup Loup Ski Bowl is a community ski area located between the three
population centers of north central Washington: the Omak area,
Pateros/Brewster, and the Methow valley are all just 20 - 40 minutes from the
Loup. The proximity and character of the Loup makes it a unique and invaluable
asset for winter sports, recreation, and education for our communities.

1959

1967 was a landmark year for the Loup. The Wolf Den Lodge was
constructed, converting what was then just a warming hut
into a place to gather, have lunch, and relax between runs. It was a big
step forward. That same year a Poma lift went in that was able to pull
people to the summit of Little Buck mountain - formerly accomplished by
hiking or skinning up the mountain. Loup Loup had really become a
ski mountain!

Every leap forward the Loup has ever made was because of community
involvement and support.

The Loup Loup Ski Education
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
whose mission is for winter sports
education for our community through
the operation of a safe, affordable,
family friendly mountain destination
for today and future generations.

1998 was another huge year. A quadchair lift was acquired from Crystal
Mountain. This was a big move that
changed the mountain again, and it
also was a big financial step. What
at first seemed daunting financially
eventually was resolved by a
community that loved the Loup. The
loans were paid off in less than five
years through our community support.

The Loup ski area is operated by the Loup Loup Ski Education Foundation and is one of
only a small handful of nonprofit-run ski areas in the country. With a small dedicated staff
and a strong cadre of volunteers, the people of the Loup set an example of community
involvement as a shared value for the region’s youth. All this volunteerism keeps the Loup
at a relatively affordable price for many and the benefits last a lifetime!

Generations of kids have learned to
ski, learned to love physical activity, and have developed a lifelong

Current Facilities
The Wolf Den Lodge has served
for over 50 years, and the adjacent
“Bus” rental and repair facility has
done similarly valiant service. Time,
weather, gravity and exuberant youth
have taken their toll, and it’s time for
us to upgrade the Loup facilities.
We are now four years past the usage agreement we signed with the United States Forest
Service on the Bus and it’s removal is imminent. It’s our turn to do it right - again - and teach new
generations over the next 50 years.
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In the ‘40s there had been a small rope tow operation across the
highway from where the Loup is now. In 1959 the Kiwanis of the Methow
valley went to work clearing Little Buck mountain for something bigger.
How big, and how significant for the region, they couldn’t have known at
the time.

connection to the outdoors and their neighbors who share it with them.
Loup Loup transferred to nonprofit status in 1982. While there has
always been a strong sense of family around the Loup, this change
brought responsibility to the community. Without the board of directors
and many other volunteers the Loup would not exist. This sets an
example, particularly for youth, of what it means to be a stakeholder and
to give of yourself. And it’s fun!

1967

The potential for growth is limited at this point, partly because of the
Loup facility itself. It’s time for our Loup to grow with the population.

1998
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• Build a new lodge
building that is 50% larger,
encompassing far superior
comfort, a modern restaurant,
facilities and expanded
seating and gathering places.
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EXISTING BUILDING
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The Board has studied the possibilities and have
arrived at a solution with unanimous support. This
capital project will not only improve the Loup for the
community, it will improve revenue sources for the
health of the nonprofit Loup Loup Ski Education
Foundation ensuring the future.

The strict intention is to remain loyal to the original spirit of the Loup - functional, workable,
and not overbuilt. Many plans were considered and the Board has settled on a practical
solution that is built to modern standards with an eye to the future of the Loup. The
perceived and actual value delivered will maximize our revenue centers which is a key to
the sustainability of the Loup as a cherished community asset.
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for the Foundation.

• Each of these will build the
financial stability of the Loup,
ensuring independence.

SEATING AREA
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• Expand space and capability
of the ski school, a major
source of youth involvement.
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Beyond just the service life of the building, the community
need has outgrown the existing structures. Warmth, food,
rental, repairs, and all the other seasonal needs for the
expanding crowds of community all need to be met for the
Loup to continue as a thriving resource.

SOUP AND BEVERAGES
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COOLER
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The Lodge was built in 1967 to bare essential standards of the
day. Though it has served wonderfully over the years, it is now
well past its prime. The mounting expenses involved in increasing
maintenance and repairs are nearly overwhelming at times. A
capital campaign to replace and expand these crucial facilities will
position Loup Loup for the
coming generations.

• Expand the rental and
repair facility by 50%, greatly
contributing to convenience as
well as bottom line possibilities
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There is a critical need to replace the existing Lodge
and upgrade the school, rental, and repair facility.
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The Need
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The Board proposes a $1 million capital campaign to:

D01-21068

s
r
a
e
y
0
5
t
g the Nex

Proposal

D07-3668
W11-5050FX

D07-3668

W06-5050LS

W03-4650FX

W03-4650FX

W03-4650FX

W03-4650FX

W10-5050RS

W11-5050FX

W01-20030FX

To the Mountain
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This campaign is a critical moment for the Loup
Loup community to step up an make an impact!
The Budget to Complete the Project
Planning/Design
Demolition
Building, Permits & Furnishing
Administration
Contingency

$25,000
$15,000
$850,000
$65,000
$45,000

TOTAL

$1,000,000

*More detailed budget available upon request
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Like anything that has ever happened at the Loup, community is everything. Volunteer
involvement remains a key to not just the working success of the Loup, but the spirit and feeling of
the place.
This campaign needs funds to execute on the plan. We need foundational donors to anchor the
campaign, grassroots donors to show broad community belief and support, and donors of every
capacity in between. Together we make it happen.

In other words, we need you!
Your campaign gift to the Loup Loup Ski Education
Foundation is a vote for the future. It supports kids today and
the future of kids who will continue to be involved for decades
to come. This organization doesn’t exist without you.
Your gift is tax deductible under the rules of 501(c)(3), and we
urge you to talk with your tax planner to ensure you receive
the maximum benefit for your generosity.

Questions?
If you’d like to talk about how your support might
be used or have any other questions please call
our Board Chair, Dave Price at (509) 322-1966.
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History Repeats Itself
Opportunity for all segments
of our communities.
Part of the Loup Loup Ski Education Foundation is our 5th grade
ski program, which funds free and reduced lessons, rentals and
tickets for kids who may not have access to skiing otherwise.
Hundreds of kids per year participate in this opportunity,
broadening horizons for youth across Okanogan county.

experience in school sports was disappointing. I
“ My
spent most of my time on whatever was the bench of

the season. Then one day a neighbor family brought
me to the Loup. I found my sport! When I’m not skiing
for fun, I’m volunteering. The Loup is a second home
-Mike Bersch
for myself and with my kids.

”

the first snow lands in our pasture,
“ When
the questions at our house start: Can we

ski yet? Is the Loup open yet? All four
kids ski, two of them race now, and I
can’t imagine what winters would be like
-Kendra Anderson
without this place.

”

“ I learned at the Loup. Then my two kids learned here.

And today I’m here with my five year old granddaughter.
We’re three generations of Loup Loup skiers.
-Sharon Hyler
This is our hill!

”

SKITHELOUP.COM

